.?The object of this paper is to enquire into the possible action of the so-called " degenerate tonsils" in the causation of middle-ear deafness, and how these pathological changes are brought about. The cases reported occurred in adults, who consulted the aurist for the relief of deafness, and who made no complaint of any symptoms referable to the throat or nose until closely questioned.
First, by extension to the tympanum of inflammation originating in the tonsil, in whose crypts organisms lurk and multiply, and from which they may be conveyed by the blood or lymph channels ; secondly, it may cause alterations in the vascular supply of the tympanum. This pressure is more likely to be caused by the degenerate submerged tonsil, than by the single hypertrophied tonsil or adenoid. Thirdly, there may be interference with the normal ventilation of the Eustachian tube. A consideration of the Eustachian tube muscles shows that their action is intimately connected with that of all the palatal muscles and with the faucial pillars, so that anything which interferes with the free action of the muscles of the pillars may affect the palato-tubal function.
His conclusions are that in all cases of early progressive middle-ear deafness the state of the tonsils should be most carefully examined, and if they are affected they should be enucleated, nothing short of which can be expected to influence the condition. 
